
 
 

Resisting the Devil 
James 4:7-10 

 
James 4:6 (ESV) 

 
“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  

 
James 4:7-10 (ESV) 
 
“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, 
and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to 
gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.” 
 
I. Resistance through submission 
 
Philippians 2:3 (ESV) 

 
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves.”  

 
Submission to… 

• His Word 
• His law 
• His salvation 

 
  



II. Resistance through relationship 
 
1 Peter 5:8-9 (ESV) 
 
“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.”  
 
Ephesians 6:11-13 (ESV)  
 
“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For 
we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm.”  
 
Draw near… 

• Bible study 
• Prayer 
• Church community 

 
Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV) 
 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near.” 
 
III. Resistance through repentance 
 

• Moralistic therapeutic deism 
 
Psalm 51:1-4 (ESV) 
 
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot 
out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know 
my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is 
evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.” 
 
How do we repent? 

• Confess 
• Change 
• Trust 


