
 
 

Signs of a Dead Faith  
James 2:14-20 

 
James 2:14-20 (ESV)  
 
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save 
him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So 
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith and I have 
works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe 
that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you 
foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless?” 
 
I. Empty confession  
 
James 1:27 (ESV) 
 
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 
 
II. Worthless service  
 
Matthew 7:22-23 (ESV)  
 
On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in 
your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 
  



III. Easy believism   
 
Luke 4:33-34 (ESV) 
 
And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a 
loud voice, “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are—the Holy One of God.”  
 
IV. Foolish faith 
 
James 2:20 (ESV) 
 
Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 
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