s Gracelbife

The Week That Changed the World
Matthew 21 & 27

I. The Crowd Celebrated an Unexpected King
Matthew 21:1-11 (NIV)

“As they approached Jerusalem, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you,
and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If
anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.’ The
disciples went and brought the donkey for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the
road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went
ahead of him and those that followed shouted, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord! Hosannain the highest heaven!” When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city
was stirred.”

Matthew 15:7-8 (NIV)

“You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: ‘These people honor me with their
lips, but their hearts are far from me.”

Il. Jesus Confronted an Unfruitful Religion
Matthew 21:12-19 (NIV)

Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the
tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. It is written,” he said to them,
“‘My house will be called a house of prayer,” but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.””

Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. Seeing a fig tree by the
road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear
fruit again!” Immediately the tree withered.

2 Timothy 3:3-5 (NIV)

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, boastful, proud, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, without self-control, conceited,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have
nothing to do with such people.



lll. The Crowd Rejected an Unwanted Savior
Matthew 27:15-23 (NIV)

Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that time
they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate
asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the
Messiah?” “Barabbas,” they answered. “What shall | do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”
Pilate asked. They all answered, “Crucify him!” “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But
they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”

IV. God Provided an Unparalleled Redemption
Matthew 27:50-54 (NIV)

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split, the tombs broke open.
The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. When the centurion and those with
him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and
exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”



