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Abraham and Sarah: Our Parents’ Great Example
Hebrews 11:8-19

Hebrews 11:8-19 (ESV)

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went
out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations,
whose designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age,
since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. By faith
Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his
only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that God was able even to
raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.

Great times for Genuine Faith:
I. When the Path seems Uncertain

Verse 8 — “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance.
And he went out, not knowing where he was going.”

Genesis 12:1-4 (NIV)

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land | will
show you. "I will make you into a great nation and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you." So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when
he set out from Haran.



II. When the Plan seems Unreasonable

Verse 11, 12 — “By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered
him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as
the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

Romans 4:19-22 (NIV)

Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead — since he was about a hundred
years old — and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God,
but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had
promised. This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness."

Ill. When the Pressure seems Unbearable

Verse 17, 18 — “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in
the act of offering up his only son, He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which,
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.”
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