HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The Great Gift of a New Beginning
Isaiah 43

Isaiah 43:16-21 (NIV)

This is what the LORD says — he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters,
who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never
to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the desert
and streams in the wasteland. ... | provide water in the desert and streams in the wasteland, to give
drink to my people, my chosen, the people | formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise.

The Greatest Gift-Giver loves to give us a New Beginning.

Revelation 21:1-5 (NIV)

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
there was no longer any sea. | saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband... He who was seated on the throne said,
"I am making everything new!"

Lamentations 3:21-23 (ESV)

But this | call to mind, and therefore | have hope: The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

Every new Beginning brings:

I. Challenges to be Faced



Matthew 4:18-20 (NASB)
Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And He said to them, “Follow
Me, and | will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.

II. Commitments to be Made
Verse 18 — "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.”
Philippians 3:13-14 (NIV)
“I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
e Put Christ First
Colossians 1:18 (NIV)

And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead,
so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

e Love Each Other
Ephesians 4:2-3 (NIV)

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

e Remember the “Bigger” Picture
Matthew 5:14-16 (HCSB)

“You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and puts
it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. In the same
way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
in heaven.”

“This is the beginning of a new day. God has given me this day to use as | will. | can waste it or use it for
good, but what | do today is important, because | am exchanging a day of my life for it! When tomorrow
comes, this day will be gone forever, leaving in its place something that | have traded for it. | want it to
be gain, and not loss; good, and not evil; success, and not failure; in order that | shall not regret the price
| have paid for it.”

- Author Unknown



lIl. Confidence to be Claimed

Isaiah 43:1-4 (ESV)

“Thus says the LORD, he who created you, he who formed you: ‘Fear not, for | have redeemed you; |
have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you. For | am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
...You are precious in my eyes, and honored, and | love you.””

IV. Celebration to be Given

Verse 21 — “... the people | formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise.”



