
 

 
 

Christianity, Submission and Citizenship 
1 Peter 2:13-17 

 
1 Peter 2:13-17 (NIV) 
 
Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as 
the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 
commend those who do right.  For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk 
of foolish men.  Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of 
God.  Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. 
 
 
I. The Call to Christ-Like Submission 
 
Verse 13-14 – “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether 
to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do 
wrong and to commend those who do right.” 
 
 
Romans 13:1-7 (NIV) 
 
Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which 
God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who 
rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 
judgment on themselves.  For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. 
Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend 
you.  For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the 
sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
 
Daniel 6:10 (ESV) 
 
When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in 
his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and 
gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. 
 
 



II. The Character of Christ-Like Submission 
 
Verse 15-16 – “For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 
Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.” 
 
Daniel 6:4 (ESV) 
 
Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard 
to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and 
no error or fault was found in him. 
 
 
Jeremiah 29:7 (NIV) 
 
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD 
for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper." 
 
 
III.  The Courtesy of Christ-like Submission 
 
Verse 17 – “Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the 
king.” 
 
 
Galatians 6:10 (NIV)   
 
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers. 
 
 

 

“First they came for the Communists, and I 
didn’t speak up, because I wasn’t a Communist.  
Then they came for the Jews, and I didn’t speak 
up, because I wasn’t a Jew. Then they came for 
the Catholics, and I didn’t speak up, because I 
was a Protestant. Then they came for me, and  
by that time there was no one left to speak up 

for me.”  
German Pastor Martin Niemoller, 1945 

 


