
 
 

Endless Inheritance: A Strange Identity 
 

1 Peter 1:1-2 
 
1 Peter 1:1-2 
 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his 
blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade — kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power 
until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so 
that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire — may be 
proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you 
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls. 
 
Philippians 3:19-20 (NIV) 
 
Their mind is on earthly things.  But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
Hebrews 11:9-10 (NIV) 
 
By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as 
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  For he was looking forward to the 
city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
 
I. Chosen by the Father 
 
Verse 1 – “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect… who have been chosen according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father…” 



 
John 15:15-16 (NIV) 
 
“I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit.” 
 
Ephesians 1:3-4 (NIV) 
 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ.  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in his sight.  
 
II. Cleansed by the Son 
 
Verse 2 - “…for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood.” 
 
1 John 2:1-2 (NIV)   
 
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who 
speaks to the Father in our defense — Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.    
 
Ephesians 1:7 (NIV) 
 
“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.” 
 
III.  Changed by the Spirit 
 
Verse 2 – “chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of 
the Spirit…” 
 
 
“If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation 

is that I was made for another world.” – C.S. Lewis 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


