The Worship Exchange
Romans 1:22-25

Romans 1:22-25 (NIV)

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. Therefore God gave
them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with
one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things
rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

The Lie in the Garden
Genesis 3:4-5 (NIV)

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat from it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

The Belief in the Serpent
Isaiah 14:13-14 (NIV)

You said in your heart, “l will ascend to the heavens; | will raise my throne above the stars of God; | will
sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon. | will ascend above
the tops of the clouds; | will make myself like the Most High.”

Romans 1:29-31 (NIV)

They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and
boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they have no understanding, no
fidelity, no love, no mercy.

1. The Exchange We Have All Made
Ephesians 2:1-3 (NIV)

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed
the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those
who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.

2. The Exchange Made for Us



2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV)

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.

John 14:15 (NIV)
“If you love me, keep my commands.”
Mark 12:29-30 (NIV)

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’

Matthew 6:21 & 24 (NIV)

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. “No one can serve two masters. Either you will
hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve both God and money.”

Two Pitfalls —
1. We worship what we believe will fulfill us.
Romans 1:21 (NIV)

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.

Psalms 16:11 (NIV)



You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures
at your right hand.

2. Worship of God is opposed by our flesh.

Galatians 5:17 & 19 (NIV)

For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are
in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. The acts of the flesh are
obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;

Romans 12:1 (NIV)

Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.



