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“We’re all like the moon, we have a dark side we don’t want anyone to see.’
- Mark Twain

Defeating Hypocrisy
Matthew 6:1-18

Matthew 6:1-8

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of people, to be seen by them. Otherwise, you
will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So whenever you give to the poor, don’t sound a
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be applauded by
people. | assure you: They’ve got their reward! But when you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you. “Whenever you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites, because they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by people. | assure you: They’ve
got their reward! But when you pray, go into your private room, shut your door, and pray to your Father
who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. When you pray, don’t babble like
the idolaters, since they imagine they’ll be heard for their many words. Don’t be like them, because your
Father knows the things you need before you ask Him.

Matthew 6:16-18
“Whenever you fast, don’t be sad-faced like the hypocrites. For they make their faces unattractive so
their fasting is obvious to people. | assure you: They’ve got their reward! But when you fast, put oil on
your head, and wash your face, so that you don’t show your fasting to people but to your Father who is
in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
When doing good works, keep your focus on:
I. One Perspective
Verse 1 - “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of people, to be seen by them.”
e A Serious Responsibility
Ephesians 2:8-10 (NIV)
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of

God — not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”



e A Solemn Warning
Matthew 23:27-28 (HCSB)

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which appear
beautiful on the outside, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and every impurity. In the same way,
on the outside you seem righteous to people, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

John 12:42-43 (HCSB)

Many did believe in Him even among the rulers, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him,
so they would not be banned from the synagogue. For they loved praise from men more than praise
from God.

Il. One Purpose

Matthew 5:16 (HCSB)

“In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father in heaven.”

e Our Witness
e Our Worship
Colossians 3:17 (NIV)

“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through him.”

Colossians 3:17 (The Message)

“Let every detail in your lives—words, actions, whatever—be done in the name of the Master, Jesus,
thanking God the Father every step of the way.”

Ill. One Prize
Verses 2-6

Whenever you give to the poor, don’t sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be applauded by people. | assure you: They've got their reward!
When you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your
giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. “Whenever you pray, you
must not be like the hypocrites, because they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street
corners to be seen by people. | assure you: They’ve got their reward! But when you pray, go into your
private room, shut your door, and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.






