
 
 

The Righteousness That Gets You into Heaven 
Matthew 5:17-20 

 
 
Matthew 5:17-20 (HCSB) 
 
“Don’t assume that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 
For I assure you: Until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or one stroke of a letter will 
pass from the law until all things are accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches people to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever 
practices and teaches these commandments will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 
 
 
  



Three kinds of “Righteousness”: 
 
I.  The Perfect Righteousness of the Law 
 
Verse 17-18  
 
“Don’t assume that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.  
For I assure you: Until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or one stroke of a letter will 
pass from the law until all things are accomplished. 
 

• Jesus Confirms the Word of God  
 
Psalm 19:7 (NIV)  
 
“The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making 
wise the simple.” 
 
James 1:25 (NIV)  
 
“The man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not 
forgetting what he has heard, but doing it — he will be blessed in what he does.” 
 
Proverbs 30:5-6 
 
Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.  Do not add to his words, or 
he will rebuke you and prove you a liar. 
 

• Jesus Completes the Word of God 
 
Galatians 2:16 (NIV) 
 
Know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put 
our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because 
by observing the law no one will be justified. 
 
II.  The Practiced Righteousness of the Pharisees 
 
Verse 20 
 
“Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” 
 
Matthew 23:25-28 (NIV) 
 
"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and 
dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.  Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the 
cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside 



are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to 
people as righteous but on the inside, you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 
 
 
Titus 3:5 (NIV) 
 
“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit…” 
 
2 Timothy 1:9 (NIV) 
 
“God has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own 
purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.” 
 
III.  The Pre-eminent Righteousness of Jesus 
 
Romans 8:3 (NIV) 
 
For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.  
 
II Corinthians 5:21 (NIV) 
 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 
 


