The Truth About Persecution
John 15-16

John 15:18-16:3 (NIV)

"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love
you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but | have chosen you out of the world. That is
why the world hates you. Remember the words | spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.” If
they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.
They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me. If | had
not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for
their sin. He who hates me hates my Father as well. If | had not done among them what no one else
did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated
both me and my Father. But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘'They hated me without
reason.” "When the Counselor comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who
goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you have been with
me from the beginning. "All this | have told you so that you will not go astray. They will put you out of
the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to
God. They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. | have told you this, so
that when the time comes you will remember that | warned you.

I. Persecution is an inescapable reality of following Jesus.

Il Timothy 3:12 (NIV)

In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted

Il. Persecution brings us unique blessings as believers.
Philippians 3:8-10 (NIV)

What is more, | consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through
faith in Christ — the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. | want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings

James 1:2-4 (NIV)

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything.



lIl. Persecution helps us to experience the support of faithful believers.
Hebrews 10:23-32 (ESV)

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us
consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. ... But
recall the former days when you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, sometimes being publicly
exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated.

In the last year:

e 4,305 Christians killed for their faith
e 1,847 churches and other Christian buildings attacked.
e 3,150 believers detained without trial, arrested, sentenced or imprisoned

Every Month:

e 345 Christians are killed for their faith

e 105 Churches or Christian centers are burned or attacked
e 219 Christians are detained and imprisoned without trial
e 2,800 Christians are forced to leave their homes



