
God in the Middle 

Mark 6:45-52 

Mark 6:45-52 (CSB) 

Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go ahead of him to the other side, to Bethsaida, 

while he dismissed the crowd. After he said good-bye to them, he went away to the mountain to pray. 

Well into the night, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and he was alone on the land. He saw them 

straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Very early in the morning he came toward 

them walking on the sea and wanted to pass by them. When they saw him walking on the sea, they 

thought it was a ghost and cried out, because they all saw him and were terrified. Immediately he spoke 

with them and said, “Have courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” Then he got into the boat with them, and the 

wind ceased. They were completely astounded, because they had not understood about the loaves. 

Instead, their hearts were hardened. 

 

1. He sees you. 

 

Genesis 16:13 (CSB) 

So she named the LORD who spoke to her: “You are El-roi,” for she said, “In this place, have I actually 

seen the one who sees me?”  

 

2. He is still the same God he has always been. 

 

Exodus 3:13–14 (CSB) 

Then Moses asked God, “If I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to 

you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I tell them?” God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I 

AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.”  

Exodus 33:18–20 (CSB) 

Then Moses said, “Please, let me see your glory.” He said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front 

of you, and I will proclaim the name ‘the LORD’ before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 

and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.” But he added, “You cannot see my face, 

for humans cannot see me and live.”  

Exodus 34:6–7 (CSB) 

The LORD passed in front of him and proclaimed: The LORD—the LORD is a compassionate and gracious 

God, slow to anger and abounding in faithful love and truth, maintaining faithful love to a thousand 

generations, forgiving iniquity, rebellion, and sin. But he will not leave the guilty unpunished, bringing 

the fathers’ iniquity on the children and grandchildren to the third and fourth generation.  



1 Kings 19:11–13 (CSB) 

Then he said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the LORD’s presence.” At that moment, the LORD 

passed by. A great and mighty wind was tearing at the mountains and was shattering cliffs before the 

LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not 

in the earthquake. After the earthquake there was a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the 

fire there was a voice, a soft whisper. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went 

out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Suddenly, a voice came to him and said, “What are you doing 

here, Elijah?”  

John 1:14 (CSB) 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one and only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

 

3. His presence changes everything. 


