Cultivating Confidence with God
1 John 3:19-24

1 John 3:19-24 (NIV)

This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence whenever our
hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Dear friends, if our hearts do not
condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands
and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one
another as he commanded us. Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that
he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

I. The Reality of Confidence with God

This daily confidence is attainable and essential.

Hebrews 4:15-16 (NIV)

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are— yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Hebrews 10:19-22 (NIV)
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us
draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.
II. The Removal of Confidence with God

Confidence dies because of a condemning heart
lll. The Restoration of Confidence with God

Confidence is restored by a proper understanding of God’s nature.

1. God’s Love is ALWAYS Greater than my Sin.

Psalm 103:10-12 (NIV)

He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above
the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our
transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;
for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.

2. God knows everything about me and | can never disappoint him.
IV. The Result of Confidence with God

Confidence with God will always yield powerful fruit.



e Answered Prayer
e Abiding Fellowship v. 24

John 15:4-8 (NASB)

"Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless
you abide in Me. "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and | in him, he bears much fruit, for apart
from Me you can do nothing. "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they
gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be
My disciples.

e Assured Salvation

John 14:16-17 (NIV)

And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.



